






STATEMENT OF ALLEGATIONS

CASE # 98-281, 98-331, 99-215

It is alleged that Judge Bill Ross of the Blytheville Municipal Court by the conduct

indicated below is subject to a sanction including removal from office pursuant to A.C.A. 16-

10-410 (b)(3) for the commission of conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or

misrepresentation; and A.C.A. for 16-10-410 (b)(4) for the commission of conduct that is

prejudicial to the administration of justice and A.C.A. 16-10-410 (b)(5) for willful violation of

the Code of Judicial Conduct.

5. The respondent has presided over criminal cases involving his sister, Linda French.  She

was arrested on September 1, 1997 and charged with disorderly conduct, public intoxication

and refusal to submit to arrest.  Her first appearance was on September 3, 1997.  The

respondent presided at that first appearance and has continued the case seven times at least

until January 20, 1999.  There was no disposition of any of these three charges.  

6. The respondent has presided over criminal cases involving his nephew, Mark Stevenson. 

Stevenson was arrested in Blytheville on August 9, 1997, and charged with careless driving. 

The respondent took action on that case, continuing it several times until October 22, 1998. 

Stevenson’s first appearance was scheduled for August 21, 1997.  The case was continued by

the respondent to September 3, 1997, then to September 25, 1997 which is a conflict court

date.  On September 25, 1997, Stevenson failed to appear before conflict Judge Lee Fergus. 

Judge Fergus set a $250.00 cash bond.  On October 20, 1997, the case was continued to

December 4, 1997.  On December 4, 1997, Stevenson again failed to appear and a $250.00

cash bond was set by conflict Judge Lee Fergus.  

7. Stevenson was arrested and given another court date of January 22, 1998 to appear

before Judge Fergus.  Stevenson again failed to appear and Judge Fergus set a $500.00 cash

bond.  On June 26, 1998, Stevenson was arrested and appeared before his uncle, Judge Ross. 

Judge Ross continued the case until July 22, 1998 which was a conflict court date.  On July

22, 1998, Judge Ross called from Osecela, Arkansas and told the clerk’s office to have

Stevenson’s case continued to August 27, 1998 even though Judge Fergus was available to hear

the case and the arresting officer had been subpoenaed.  Stevenson failed to appear for court

on August 27, 1998 and Judge Fergus set a $750.00 cash bond.  On September 1, 1998,

Judge Ross set aside Judge Fergus cash bond and continued the case to October 22, 1998 for

trial.  On October 22, 1998, the case was continued to December 24, 1998 a conflict court

date.  As of December 9, 1998, Stevenson had not been to trial.


